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A2ZLearning: 11+ 

English 

Reading Comprehension 

An Encounter with a Scorpion (F) 

 

These comprehensions will help you to experience the type of texts that are 
usually used in 11+ exams or independent school entrance exams.  

 

The number of marks next to each question will give you an idea about how 
detailed your answer will need to be. Therefore, if a question is worth 3 
marks then the answer will need at least 3 separate points/pieces of          
evidence from the text.  

 

School selection tests are usually timed, so working within a time limit is 
something you will need to practise.  

A reading comprehension of this length (just over a page) will be expected to 
be completed in 25-30 minutes. 

 

Make sure you read the questions carefully. If it asks you to write a         
sentence make sure you do! 

 

Good luck! You can do this! 
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An Encounter with a Scorpion 

 

Read the following passage then answer all the questions that follow.  
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1. Where does Peony first see her mother? 

                                                                                                                (1)  

2. Look at lines 1-8. What impression do we get of Peony’s mother? Use your 
own words. 

                                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                                 (2)                                                                                                                                         

3. Look at lines 11-12. Find one word or phrase which shows that Peony 
feels trapped. 

                                                                                                          (1) 

4. Look at lines 14-18.  How does Peony feel about the jar? Use your own 
words. 

                                                                                

 

                                                                                                                 (2)                                                                                                                                         

5. Look at lines 13-24. What impression do we get  of the scorpion? Use 
your own words. 

                                                                                          

 

                                                                                                                 (2)                                                                                                                                         

6. Give one word or phrase of your own for “madder” as used in line 30. 

                                                                                                                 (1)                                                                                                                                         

7. Which of the following phrases is closest in meaning to “the kitchen 
feels like winter” (line 37)?  

A)  The heating in the kitchen has gone off. 

B)  Peony feels upset and uncomfortable in this situation. 

C)  The shock of the  sting has made Peony feel very cold. 

D)  Peony has forgotten that it is summer outside.                                 (1) 
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8. Look at line 39 to the end of the passage. How does the sting on Peony’s 
foot make her feel and behave? Use your own words. 

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

                                                                                                                (4) 

9. What is meant by “an almost apologetic gesture of warning” in line 49? 

                                                                                                        

 

                                                                                                                (2) 

10. What is meant by “a disturbing characteristic in a creature otherwise so 
impeccable” in lines 50-51? 

                                                                                                        

 

                                                                                                                (2) 

11. Find a word or phrase from the final paragraph of the passage which 
shows Peony’s mother makes her feel less frightened. 

                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                (1) 

12. Looking at the whole passage, how would you describe the relationship 
between Peony and her mother? Give reasons for your answer. 

                    

 

 

                                                                                     

                                                                                                                (4) 


