A2ZLearning: 11+
English
Reading Comprehension
Never Let me Go (F)
These comprehensions will help you to experience the type of texts that are
usually used in 11+ exams or independent school entrance exams.
The number of marks next to each question will give you an idea about how
detailed your answer will need to be. Therefore, if a question is worth 3
marks then the answer will need at least 3 separate points/pieces of
evidence from the text.
School selection tests are usually timed, so working within a time limit is
something you will need to practise.
A reading comprehension of this length (just over a page) will be expected to
be completed in 25-30 minutes.
Make sure you read the questions carefully. If it asks you to write a
sentence make sure you do!

Good luck! You can do this!
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Never Let me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
Read the following then answer all the questions that follow.
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Never Let me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
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1) In lines 1-3, two phrases, of three words each, make it clear that Cathy
was NOT giving her own view but Tommy’s explanation for how his troubles
started. Write out the two phrases.
i)
ii)
(2)
2) In the rest of the paragraph, Cathy makes it clear that she does not fully believe Tommy. Find two ways (lines 6-9) in which she shows she doubted
his explanation.
i)
ii)
(2)
3) Tommy’s picture ‘got a laugh’ (lines 11-12), but ‘not quite the sort he’d expected.’ What do you think was the difference between the laugh Tommy
expected and the way the students actually laughed?
He expected
but in fact
(2)
4) Choose three adjectives, each of ONE word only, to describe Miss Geraldine, all of which help to explain why she was ‘everyone’s favourite guardian.’ The words you choose can either come from the passage, if appropriate, or from your own understanding of what Miss Geraldine was like.
i)
ii)
iii)
(3)
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5) If Mr Robert or Miss Emily had been taking the art class, Tommy would
have got ‘a bit of a telling off’ (line 21). What for?
For
and for
(2)
6) Tommy could have ‘done his smirk’ (line 21). What is a ‘smirk’? (Try to answer with an adjective and a noun.)

A ‘smirk’ is a
(2)
7) Does the phrase ‘a right clown’ in line 23 mean (choose one answer).
A.

A man in a circus.

B

A future comedian.

C.

Too lazy.

D.

Truly funny.

E.

Just silly.

(1)

8) What does ‘getting stick’ (line 25) mean?
A.

Being hit.

B

Being criticised.

C.

Being friendless.

D.

Being forced to work.

E.

Being ignored.

(1)

9) Clearly explain what Miss Geraldine did to try to help Tommy, and why it
worked out badly for him.
She tried to help him by
It worked out badly because
(4)
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10) ‘That was how the resentment started.’ (line 27)
Which ONE answer is the best meaning of ‘resentment’ in this instance?
A. A jealous feeling that Tommy got better treatment.
B

An angry feeling that Tommy’s art was poor.

C.

A cruel feeling that they wanted to make Tommy suffer.

D.

A feeling of hatred that they had only just discovered.

E.

A feeling of despair that they would never be praised like Tommy. (1)

11) Explain what is meant by ‘deliberately childish pictures’ (line 33-39).
‘Deliberately childish pictures’ are
(2)
12) When Tommy did make an effort ‘there’d be sneers and giggles all
around him’ (line 36). You do not need to write in sentences for this.
A) What are ‘giggles’?
B) What are ‘sneers’?
(2)
13) In lines 39-40 it says ‘the thing had got deeper and deeper’.
A) What is meant by the thing?
It means
(2)
13B) ‘How did it get ‘deeper and deeper’? (Choose ONE answer)
A. Tommy did not know about it.
B

More and more students talked about Tommy.

C.

Tommy was trapped.

D. Tommy had no friends.
E.

Only Cathy liked Tommy.
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(1)

14) The sentence beginning at the end of line 42 (‘He got…) and going to the
middle of line 44 (alter lights out’) describes Tommy being ostracised, although the writer does not use that word. By looking at the way he was
treated, see if you can explain, in words of your own, what ostracised
means, (Do not just copy out examples of how he was treated.)
Ostracised means
(3)
15) There are two ways in which teachers at the school described in the
passage are not named or talked about in the same way as you would mention teachers at your own school. What are these two ways?
i)

ii)
(2)
16) Select from the passage ONE WORD which most closely corresponds
to the word on the left. Guidance is given on the lines within which the
word can be found.
(8)
A. Description
lines 1-4
B

Questioned

lines 4-9

C.

Kind

lines 10-14

D.

Weak

lines 18-23

E.

Bitterness

lines 23-29

F.

Purposely

lines 30-35

G.

Ridiculous

lines 35-40

H.

Persistent

lines 42-47
Total 40 Marks
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