A2ZLearning: 11+
English
Reading Comprehension
Nicholas Nickleby (F)
These comprehensions will help you to experience the type of texts that are
usually used in 11+ exams or independent school entrance exams.
The number of marks next to each question will give you an idea about how
detailed your answer will need to be. Therefore, if a question is worth 3
marks then the answer will need at least 3 separate points/pieces of
evidence from the text.
School selection tests are usually timed, so working within a time limit is
something you will need to practise.
A reading comprehension of this length (just over a page) will be expected to
be completed in 25-30 minutes.
Make sure you read the questions carefully. If it asks you to write a
sentence make sure you do!

Good luck! You can do this!
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Nicholas Nickleby by Charles Dickens
Read the following passage then answer all the questions that follow.
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1. How is Squeers preparing to punish Smike? (Tick one )
A) He is going to kill him.
B)

He is going to sell him.

C)

He is going to lock him up.

D) He is going to beat him.
E)

He is going to expel him.

(1)

2. Which word does Squeers use to make fun of Smike’s explanation?
(Write down one word).
(1)
3. How does Mrs. Squeers punish Smike? (Tick two answers)
A) She put him in the pigsty.
B)

She pulled his hair.

C)

She insulted him.

D)

She set the dog on him.

E)

She smacked him repeatedly.

(2)

4. In one complete sentence explain exactly what Squeers intends to ‘find
out’.

(2)
5. Look at the paragraph which begins “Mrs. Squeers being out of breath…”
(line 13)
A) How many times is Smike hit in this paragraph?
(1)
B) Pick three words in this paragraph which make the reader feel Smike’s
suffering.
i)
iii)
ii)

(3)
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C) At the end of this paragraph what two things does Nicholas do to interrupt the punishment? Use your own words and answer in complete sentences.
i)
ii)
(4)
6) What techniques does the writer in this paragraph use to make this moment dramatic and exciting? (lines 13-17) (Tick 4 answers)
A) The writer uses imagery.
B)

The writer uses a one word exclamation.

C)

The writer puts the interruption near the end of the paragraph.

D)

The writer uses alliteration.

E)

The writer makes something unexpected take place.

F)

The writer makes Squeers funny.

G)

The writer uses personification.

H) The writer makes the reader fell sorry for Squeers.

(4)

7) Select from the passage one word which most closely corresponds to
the word on the left. (Guidance is given on where to look in the passage).
A) save
(lines 1-3)
B)

pleading

(lines 4-6)

C)

exercise

(lines 12-15)

D)

jumped

(lines 14-18)

E)

amazed

(lines 21-24)

F)

robbed

(lines 25-29)

G)

worsened

(lines 38-42)

H) fury

(lines 43-46)

I)

forced

(lines 46-49)

J)

bully

(lines 46-49)
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(10)

8. Look at the paragraph starting at line 28.
This passage was written over 100 years ago. Pick out and write down two
phrases which show old fashioned features of language.
i)
ii)

(2)

9) What three things make Nicholas very angry? Answer in your own words
and in one complete sentence.

(5)
10) Choose two words from the list below which best describe Squeers.
(Tick two answers).
(2)
A)

amusing

B)

merciless

C)

fair

D)

domineering

E)

flexible

F)

courageous

G)

clever

H)

calm

11) Choose two words from the list below which best describe Nicholas.
(Tick two answers).
(2)
A)

weak

B)

unkind

C)

sympathetic D)

irresponsible

E)

lazy

F)

reserved

G)

courageous

blonde

H)

12) Look at the first sentence of the passage. Then look at the last sentence of the passage. Which one of the following phrases best describes
the effect the writer achieves? (Choose one answer).
A) Squeers is now in the same situation as Smike.
B)

Squeers has become a wild animal.

C)

Squeers feels humiliated in front of his wife.

D)

Squeers is furious that Nicholas has shouted at him.

E)

Nicholas is as bad as Squeers.
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(2)
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