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A2ZLearning: 11+ 

English 

Reading Comprehension 

My Cousin Rachel (F) 

 

These comprehensions will help you to experience the type of texts that are 
usually used in 11+ exams or independent school entrance exams.  

 

The number of marks next to each question will give you an idea about how 
detailed your answer will need to be. Therefore, if a question is worth 3 
marks then the answer will need at least 3 separate points/pieces of          
evidence from the text.  

 

School selection tests are usually timed, so working within a time limit is 
something you will need to practise.  

A reading comprehension of this length (just over a page) will be expected to 
be completed in 25-30 minutes. 

 

Make sure you read the questions carefully. If it asks you to write a         
sentence make sure you do! 

 

Good luck! You can do this! 
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My Cousin Rachel by Daphne du Maurier 

 

Read the following poem then answer all the questions that follow.  
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My Cousin Rachel by Daphne du Maurier 

 

Read the following poem then answer all the questions that follow.  
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2. What event caused Philip to come and live with Ambrose when he was 
eighteen months old? 

                                                                                                          (1) 

5. Write two sentences that explain Ambrose’s attitude towards women. 
You must write in complete sentences. 

 i) 

 

ii) 

                                                                                                                 (4) 

1. How are Philip and  Ambrose related to each other? 

A. Ambrose is Philips’s father. 

B Ambrose is Philips’s cousin. 

C. Ambrose is Philips’s brother.                                                           (1) 

3. What did Ambrose do when he caught Philip’s nurse smacking him with 
a hairbrush? (Choose two answers) 

A. He laughed. 

B He got angry. 

C. He smacked her with a hairbrush himself. 

D. He fired her. 

E. He shouted at her.                                                                         (2) 

4. How did Ambrose educate Philip? 

A. He made Philip spend a lot of time staring at books. 

B He made Seecombe teach Philip. 

C. He found 26 swear words to match each letter of the alphabet. 
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8.  How does Ambrose try to comfort Philip when he has to go away for 
school? Write two ways Ambrose tries to comfort Philip in complete sen-
tences: 

i) 

 

ii)                   

                                                                                                                (4)                                                                                                          

6. Read lines 20-21. How does Philip describe Ambrose as he sits in the 
chair? (Choose three answers). 

A. He sits in a polite, upright way. 

B He sits in a messy way. 

C. He laughs a lot. 

D. He laughs only a little bit. 

E. His laugh is very noisy. 

F. His laugh is very quiet.                                                                    (3) 

7. Select from the passage ONE WORD which most closely corresponds 
to the word or phrase on the left.  Guidance is given on the right for the 
lines you need to be looking at.                                                           (10) 

A. Peculiar                                                                                lines 3-6 

B Delicate                                                                               lines 3-6 

C. Unimportant                                                                        lines 10-12 

D. Understand                                                                         lines 10-12 

E. First                                                                                    lines 14-16 

F. Polite                                                                                   lines 17-18 

G. Quickly                                                                               lines 22-24 

H. Noisy children                                                                    lines 22-24 

I. Career                                                                                lines 29-31 

J. Unavoidably                                                                        lines 34-37 
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                       Total: 32 Marks 

11.  The passage suggests Ambrose ‘is rich’. Write two sentences that give 
evidence of this. 

i) 

 

ii)                   

                                                                                                               (4)                                                                                                          

9. What is the name of the coachman who would drive Philip off to catch 
the London coach? 

                                                                                                               (1) 

10. Pick four phrases or words between lines 25-37 which show how much 
Philip dislikes school.  

i) 

ii) 

iii) 

iv)                                                                                                           (4) 

12.  Re-write the sentence below so that the punctuation and grammar is 
correct:  

                      Ambrose who adopt’s Philip is a kind man 

  

                                                                                                               (5) 


