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A2ZLearning: 11+ 

English 

Reading Comprehension 

Lies (P) 

 

These comprehensions will help you to experience the type of texts that are 
usually used in 11+ exams or independent school entrance exams.  

 

The number of marks next to each question will give you an idea about how 
detailed your answer will need to be. Therefore, if a question is worth 3 
marks then the answer will need at least 3 separate points/pieces of          
evidence from the text.  

 

School selection tests are usually timed, so working within a time limit is 
something you will need to practise.  

A reading comprehension of this length (just over a page) will be expected to 
be completed in 25-30 minutes. 

 

Make sure you read the questions carefully. If it asks you to write a         
sentence make sure you do! 

 

Good luck! You can do this! 
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Lies 

 

Read the following poem then answer all the questions that follow.  
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1. Look at lines 2-5 of the poem. On what sort of day does the speaker like 
to tell lies? 

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                 (2)  

2. Look at lines 6-7. How does the speaker like to look when telling lies and 
why might this be? 

                                                                                

                                                                                                                 (2) 

3. Give one word or phrase of your own which means the same as “weasel” 
as used in line 15. 

                                                                                

                                                                                                                 (1)                                                                                                                                         

4. Look at lines 8-27. What effect do you think the speaker has on people 
he/she meets? Use your own words. 

                                                                                          

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 (4)                                                                                                                                         

5. What do you think the poet means by “watching the lights turn on in 
truthful rooms” in line 30? 

 

    

                                                                                                               (2)                                                                                                                                           

6. 21 Wordsworth Way is the speaker’s home and ’they’ are his/her family. 
Look at lines 34-43. What relationship does the speaker seem to have with 
his/her family? Use your own words.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 (4) 
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7. Looking back at the poem as a whole, what is it that the speaker seems to  
enjoy about telling lies? Use your own words, try not to repeat anything you 
have written before, and refer to examples in the poem. 

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

                   

                                                                                                                 (4) 


